
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM SHERIFF KURT A. HOFFMAN 
 
On October 15, 2024, our agency was made aware of a video depicting Cornell Harris, III 

(18) being followed by Romulo Nobrega (36), Stephen Carega (41), and Geffrey Gardner 

(43) as Mr. Harris videotaped himself walking through the Sarasota neighborhood of Skye 

Ranch.  The video depicts Mr. Nobrega, Mr. Carega, and Mr. Gardner following Mr. Harris 

for an extended period of time, while attempting to question him and becoming more 

confrontational. Several versions of this video have been edited and have since made 

their way to various platforms.  One social media influencer even falsely posted that a 

firearm was used during this incident.   

 

Under my direction, our agency immediately assigned detectives to this incident and 

initiated an investigation of this reported event.  Those detectives have reviewed the 

videos and thoroughly canvassed the areas in Skye Ranch where this event took place 

to determine if any other witnesses or video evidence could be gathered in furtherance of 

this investigation. Ultimately, detectives interviewed and attempted to interview several 

individuals.  During the interviews, several witnesses indicated that Mr. Harris made 

inappropriate comments towards female neighbors in the area.  Those comments 

prompted Mr. Nobrega, Mr. Carega, and Mr. Gardner to follow Mr. Harris in what can only 

be described as an agitated manner.  After following Mr. Harris on foot, Mr. Carega 

eventually left the area and went back to his home, got in his vehicle, and drove to where 

Mr. Harris was still walking. Mr. Carega then proceeded to exit his vehicle and took what 

appeared to be a wooden stick of some type out of the vehicle.  Based on the various 

videos, interviews of witnesses and measurements taken by detectives, Mr. Carega was 

approximately thirty to thirty-six feet away from Mr. Harris who was still walking and 

videotaping the incident.  In addition, Mr. Carega was physically restrained by another 



Skye Ranch resident and thus unable to advance towards Mr. Harris. At no time was a 

firearm observed or witnessed during this encounter.  

 

At some point during this incident, an off-duty Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office sergeant 

living in the area was made aware of this event by his neighbor and appropriately 

responded to the scene per agency policy.  The sergeant correctly determined that Mr. 

Harris was lawfully walking and informed him he could go about his business and 

instructed the others to stop following Mr. Harris. I applaud this sergeant for immediately 

assessing the situation and recognizing that Mr. Harris should be allowed to continue 

walking through the neighborhood as a guest of his mother, who is a resident of Skye 

Ranch.   

 

As your Sheriff, I understand the public interest that this event brought to our community 

over the last several weeks.  I also understand the heightened emotions of everyone 

involved.  As a law enforcement agency, our job is to put aside emotion, outside 

influences, and social media commentators to conduct a thorough investigation to 

determine if a criminal violation of Florida law has occurred.  It should be noted that in 

order to establish probable cause for an assault charge we must prove that there was, (1) 

an intentional unlawful threat by word or act to do violence (2) coupled with an apparent 

ability to do so, and (3) creates a well-founded fear in such other person that such violence 

is imminent. Detectives were not able to establish these three elements during the course 

of their investigation. 

 

As of today, we have spoken to all witnesses and parties who were willing to provide a 

statement.  Additionally, we have reviewed all available videos, canvassed the 

surrounding neighborhoods, and have determined that no probable cause exists to 

believe a crime was committed.  The investigation into this matter is now closed.  This 

incident should serve as a reminder that when citizens find themselves in a 

confrontational situation, if able, they should disengage and request law enforcement to 

respond.   



Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office
Sheriff Kurt A. Hoffman 
2071 Ringling Boulevard
Sarasota, FL 34237
941.861.5800

Public Records Request Page 1 of 1

Records Section
Public Record Request

SO-611 (rev.06-24)
GS1-23

      Bank Account, Debit, Charge, and/or Credit Card Numbers – §119.071(5)(b), Fla. Stat.

      Active Criminal Investigation – §119.071(2)(c) and/or §119.011(3), Fla. Stat.

      Active Internal Affairs Investigation – §119.071(2)(k), Fla. Stat.

      Biometric Identification Information – §119.071(5)(g), Fla. Stat.

      Child Abuse / Neglect – §794.024, Fla. Stat.

      Confession – §119.071(2)(e), Fla. Stat.
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      Victim of Sexual Battery, Aggravated Child Abuse, Aggravated Stalking, Harassment, Aggravated Battery, or

      Domestic Violence – §119.071(2)(j), Fla. Stat.

      Misdemeanor Juvenile Delinquency Information – §985.04, Fla. Stat.

      Marsy’s Law – Article 1, §16(b), Fla. Const.

      Medical Information – §112.08(7), §119.071(4)(b), §394.4615, §395.3025, §397.501(7), §401.30, and/or

      §455.229, Fla. Stat.

      Pawnbroker Transactions – §539.003, Fla. Stat.

      Public Officer and Employee Personal Information - §119.071(4), Fla. Stat.

      Security Systems – §119.071(3), Fla. Stat.

      Criminal Intelligence /Investigative, Information of Victims of Child Abuse, Human Trafficking of Person

      Under the Age of 18, and/or Sexual Offense – §119.071(2)(h), Fla. Stat.

      Social Security Numbers – §119.071(5)(a), Fla. Stat.

      Surveillance Techniques – §119.071(2)(d), Fla. Stat.

      Undercover Personnel – §119.071(4)(c), Fla. Stat.

      Vulnerable Adult – §415.107 and/or §415.111(2), Fla. Stat.

      911 Caller Information – §365.171(12), Fla. Stat.

      Other –
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Sarasota County Sheriff's Office
ORIGINALSarasota County, Florida

Incident Report: 24-94003 Supp 1

REPORT INFORMATION Supplement
Case Number: Date Reported: DNA Swab?24-94003 10-16-2024 20:57
Clearance: Exception: Pharma Related?N: NOT CLEARED (OPEN/ACTIVE) NO

OFFENSE UCR Statute Attempt
#1: SUSPICIOUS INCIDENT UNKNOWN

EVENT DATA
DateTime Occurred From: DateTime To:
Incident/Offense Location: 10191 MILKY WAY CI, SARASOTA
Grid: Zone: Forced Entry:229 013
Dispatch Code: Nature of Inc:13I SUSPICIOUS INCIDENT
Location Type: HIGHWAY/ROADWAY
Weapon Type: Nbr Premises: Nbr Offenses: 0
Nbr Offenders: Nbr Arrest Total: Nbr Arrest Adult: Nbr Arrest Juvenile:0

PERSON Type: Number:O3  OTHER ADULT 01
Victim card given Type: Number:
Confidential Type: Number:

Name: HARRIS,CORNELL ETHAN III
Race: Sex: DOB: Estimated AgeAge:BLACK MALE 03-03-2006 18
Height: Weight: Hair: Eyes:5' 09" 160 BLACK BROWN
Offense/Incident Indicator: Extent Injury:1ST OFFENSE
Injury Type #1: Injury Type #2:
Home Address: 903 N FALLS OF VENICE CI, VENICE, FL 34292
Residence Type: Residence Status:COUNTY NON-RES
Home/Cell Phone: Email:(941) 242-4481
Employer/School: DISABLED
Employer Address:
Business Phone:
Occupation: Scars/Marks/Tattoos/Clothing:DISABLED
Foul Play: Missing Previously:
Recovery Info:
Victim/Offender Relationship: DVR:
Alias:

City of Birth: SARASOTA

Officer/ID: Case #: Date: Page:Ronald C. Bairos / 2933 24-94003 10-17-2024 08:52 1

20241017085211



Sarasota County Sheriff's Office
ORIGINALSarasota County, Florida

Incident Report: 24-94003 Supp 1

PERSON Type: Number:O3  OTHER ADULT 02
Victim card given Type: Number:
Confidential Type: Number:

Name: NOBREGA,ERYN
Race: Sex: DOB: Estimated AgeAge:WHITE FEMALE 05-02-1990 34
Height: Weight: Hair: Eyes:140
Offense/Incident Indicator: Extent Injury:1ST OFFENSE
Injury Type #1: Injury Type #2:
Home Address: 10191 MILKY WAY CI, SARASOTA, FL 34241
Residence Type: Residence Status:COUNTY
Home/Cell Phone: Email:(574) 309-4681
Employer/School:
Employer Address:
Business Phone:
Occupation: Scars/Marks/Tattoos/Clothing:
Foul Play: Missing Previously:
Recovery Info:
Victim/Offender Relationship: DVR:
Alias:

PERSON Type: Number:O3  OTHER ADULT 03
Victim card given Type: Number:
Confidential Type: Number:

Name: NOBREGA,ROMULO
Race: Sex: DOB: Estimated AgeAge:WHITE MALE 12-02-1987 36
Height: Weight: Hair: Eyes:
Offense/Incident Indicator: Extent Injury:1ST OFFENSE
Injury Type #1: Injury Type #2:
Home Address: 10191 MILKY WAY CI, SARASOTA, FL 34241
Residence Type: Residence Status:COUNTY
Home/Cell Phone: Email:(574) 320-5091
Employer/School:
Employer Address:
Business Phone:
Occupation: Scars/Marks/Tattoos/Clothing:
Foul Play: Missing Previously:
Recovery Info:
Victim/Offender Relationship: DVR:
Alias:

Officer/ID: Case #: Date: Page:Ronald C. Bairos / 2933 24-94003 10-17-2024 08:52 2



Sarasota County Sheriff's Office
ORIGINALSarasota County, Florida

Incident Report: 24-94003 Supp 1

SUPPLEMENT
Supv: Daniel Levanti / 2824
Rcds: Elizabeth Lutes / 0734

Clearance: Exception:N: NOT CLEARED (OPEN/ACTIVE)

On 10/10/2024, The morning after Hurricane Milton, I was off duty and at my personal residence when approached by an unknown 
female at the time.  The female was later identified to me as Eryn Nobrega. She had arrived as a passenger in a white Tesla and had an 
infant baby with her. She advised she lived in the neighborhood and stated that a male had approached her while she was outside with 
her child. While Eryn was speaking, she started to cry like she was in a panic state. She advised being approached by an unknown 
subject at her residence while standing on her driveway. The subject later identified to me by detectives as, Cornell Harris, questioned 
her, “Do you have a man”.  “Why isn’t your man here to help you.” I do not recall the entire conversation, but Eryn advised her 
husband was not home at the time and that she was scared and walked back into her house because of the types of questions he asked 
her.  I advised her that there was not much I could do at the time as I was off duty and dealing with personal matters post storm. She 
then stated that several neighbors were following the subject through the neighborhood. I felt that I needed to check the safety of all 
involved and went to the area the subject was last seen by Eryn. 

 I drove over to the area of Skye Ranch Blvd, where I observed several males following a single male subject from a distance on the 
sidewalk. I pulled up next to the subject, but never got out of my car. I asked Cornell if everything was, ok? He replied, “What do you 
think.”  I told the Cornell, “I know you stay in the neighborhood because I saw you earlier”, Cornell stated, “Ya,” After a short 
conversation Cornell walked off and several male subjects who followed him approached my vehicle. 

I told the group of males who I assumed were neighbors of Eryn to stop following the subject as he is staying in the neighborhood. 
They asked if I got his name and I said, “No.” I advised them that I did not observe a crime and that I had no reason to stop him. I 
advised them that I have seen Cornell in the neighborhood and that he stays or is living with someone in the Skye Ranch Community. 
The main person I spoke with identified himself as Eryn's husband, Romulo Nobrega, but he was not known to me at the time. I 
iterated to them that I did not observe any crime at the time and that they needed to call the Sheriff Office if they needed further 
assistance as I was off duty and here only to check the welfare of all involved. 

Within the short time I was there, I felt the situation was resolved and all parties separated. I left and returned back to my residence.  
This concludes my involvement with this case. 

On 10/10/2024, The morning after Hurricane Milton, I was off duty and at my personal residence when approached by an unknown 
female at the time.  The female was later identified to me as Eryn Nobrega. She had arrived as a passenger in a white Tesla and had an 
infant baby with her. She advised she lived in the neighborhood and stated that a male had approached her while she was outside with 
her child. While Eryn was speaking, she started to cry like she was in a panic state. She advised being approached by an unknown 
subject at her residence while standing on her driveway. The subject later identified to me by detectives as, Cornell Harris, questioned 
her, “Do you have a man”.  “Why isn’t your man here to help you.” I do not recall the entire conversation, but Eryn advised her 
husband was not home at the time and that she was scared and walked back into her house because of the types of questions he asked 
her.  I advised her that there was not much I could do at the time as I was off duty and dealing with personal matters post storm. She 
then stated that several neighbors were following the subject through the neighborhood. I felt that I needed to check the safety of all 
involved and went to the area the subject was last seen by Eryn. 

 I drove over to the area of Skye Ranch Blvd, where I observed several males following a single male subject from a distance on the 
sidewalk. I pulled up next to the subject, but never got out of my car. I asked Cornell if everything was, ok? He replied, “What do you 
think.”  I told the Cornell, “I know you stay in the neighborhood because I saw you earlier”, Cornell stated, “Ya,” After a short 
conversation Cornell walked off and several male subjects who followed him approached my vehicle. 

I told the group of males who I assumed were neighbors of Eryn to stop following the subject as he is staying in the neighborhood. 
They asked if I got his name and I said, “No.” I advised them that I did not observe a crime and that I had no reason to stop him. I 
advised them that I have seen Cornell in the neighborhood and that he stays or is living with someone in the Skye Ranch Community. 
The main person I spoke with identified himself as Eryn's husband, Romulo Nobrega, but he was not known to me at the time. I 
iterated to them that I did not observe any crime at the time and that they needed to call the Sheriff Office if they needed further 
assistance as I was off duty and here only to check the welfare of all involved. 

Within the short time I was there, I felt the situation was resolved and all parties separated. I left and returned back to my residence.  
This concludes my involvement with this case. 
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